Trigeminal neuralgia: a diagnostic challenge.
A 38-year-old white woman came to the emergency department complaining of severe, unilateral jaw pain. She had consulted her primary care physician and dentist without achieving the correct diagnosis or significant relief of her symptoms. The emergency physician made the diagnosis of trigeminal neuralgia by obtaining a history of severe paroxysmal ipsilateral facial pain activated by numerous facial stimuli. A light stimulation of the trigger point precipitated the pain. Her pain relief from carbamazepine lent further credence to the diagnosis of trigeminal neuralgia and appropriate referral to a neurosurgeon. Pain relief was ultimately achieved for the last 8 months by a neurectomy of the right infraorbital nerve.